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That’s what the tee shirt said that the guy on
the street corner was wearing, “Fight or Die.”

I had to wonder what he meant exactly. Is it
the slogan of a sports team? Is that what the
local fans chant when the Dragons are playing?
After all, if you don’t play hard you will get beat.
Perhaps it is simply a general statement about
the way most people view life. “If you don’t stand
up for your rights, someone will run over you!”
It seems to be a national attitude also. “Our en-
emies are out to get us; we need to ‘fight or die’!”

It’s a part of our human nature. Children fight
for toys, and adults fight for property lines and
lots of other things. “I want my rights!”

But are this attitude and the resulting actions
Christian? Maybe we should define the word
“Christian” since so many people misuse the
word. To be a Christian simply means to be a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ. 

So, did Christ have anything to say about
“Fight or Die”?

In Luke 6:29 Jesus said, “Unto him that
smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other;
and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to
take thy coat also.” Not much fighting for rights
here. “But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil
. . .” (Matthew 5:39). No fighting here. And in
Matthew 26:52: “Put up again thy sword . . . for
all they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword.”

It seems as if Jesus was on a campaign to take
the fight out of us! Consider His statement in
Luke 9:23. “And he said to them all, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me.”

“Fight or Die” is the way of the world, but the
followers of Christ (Christians) are called to a
higher calling. Does that seem like foolishness to
you? That is what 1 Corinthians 2:14 says. “The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.”

But we are promised in 2 Peter 1:4 that we can
be “partakers of the divine nature.”

And yet, there is a different place for the
Christian to fight. Consider 1 Timothy 6:12:
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal
life . . .” And James 4:7: “Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.”

Then you will be able to say with Paul in 
2 Timothy 4:7, 8 “I have fought a good fight . . .
I have kept the faith . . . there is laid up for 
me a crown . . . which the Lord . . . shall give 
me . . .”

We are in a spiritual warfare. “The weapons of
our warfare are not carnal [earthly], but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds”
(2 Corinthians 10:4).

Fight or Die! —Clay Zimmerman
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There is a pattern of New Testament teaching
that seemingly many Biblically knowledgeable
people are baffled with. It’s almost as if it
teaches two gospels.

The first I would define as the popular Gospel
of salvation. It means that Christ died for our
sins. If we will “believe” this, acknowledging
that we have sinned and need a Saviour, then
we are indeed saved by faith alone. Such salva-
tion is widely preached and widely accepted. It
is easy, uncomplicated, and agreeable with con-
temporary Christian thought.

The second teaching is not so easily gift-
wrapped. The Bible calls it the Gospel of the
kingdom. Beyond the simple “believe and be
saved,” the New Testament is replete with
King/kingdom teaching. In the New Testament
there are thirty-two references to the kingdom
of heaven, with another sixty-nine references to
the kingdom of God. There are also repeated ref-
erences to Jesus being King and establishing His
kingdom. One of the crucial questions in the
trial of Jesus before Pontius Pilate was exactly
on this issue—is Jesus the King of the Jews? An
even more encompassing question: Is He infi-
nitely greater and more powerful than any other
king? Is He the King of kings? Is he the forever
King? If so when does this reign begin? Finally,
what does this kingship mean to the contempo-
rary Christian? 

Some theologians think they have answered
this question. They would tell us that kingdom
teaching, such as loving your enemies or turn-
ing the other cheek, is for some future time, 
either in a coming millennial kingdom or per-
haps in Heaven itself. This allows them to 

relegate the core teachings of the Beatitudes
and the Sermon on the Mount beyond practical
present- day application. But ominously, it also
sets Christians in the pursuit of political or mili-
tary solutions to the world’s problems, and in
the perilous position of going against the teach-
ing and example of their own King.

What if the kingdom of God begins in the
present, rather than in a future era, or in
Heaven? The kingdom message clearly presents
the genuine Gospel of salvation. It was intro-
duced by John the Baptist and confirmed in the
ministry of Jesus Christ. The opening declara-
tion of both these ministries was a single word:
REPENT. This was followed with a single rea-
son—FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT
HAND (Matthew 3:2; 4:17). 

In context, this brings forth real change pro-
duced in repentance. This goes beyond sorrow
for sin, into a total life change. Repentance runs
up the white flag of surrender and commences a
change of kingdoms and a switch of loyalties,
not at some future date, but here and now.
Jesus also made this clear while being tried be-
fore Pontius Pilate. “My kingdom is not of this
world: if my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight . . .” (John 18:36). This
means that He had already rejected the possibil-
ity of His subjects taking the sword for the
cause of political expediency or for “just causes.” 

We never find Jesus offering deferments. He
never says that in some future time or world we
could finally follow His kingship. In saying,
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them
that despitefully use you, and persecute you,” He

Fighting the Battle—Losing the War
(The Failure of “Christian” Politics)

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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had already covered the whole of His political
order and war strategy. This being the case, it
should be obvious in His followers.

It was! The disciples themselves had lived
under the mistaken assumption that Jesus
would deliver Israel from Roman rule once for
all. They would have been easily persuaded to
take up the sword for such a “worthy” cause.
But Jesus died on the cross, arose from the
dead, ascended up to Heaven, and completed
His mission without running interference with
Rome. His kingdom mission was infinitely
greater—that of transformed lives—and these
from all nations. The disciples, in turn, followed
the mandate of their King, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19, 20).

This is the formula by which these disciples
lived, and for which they gave their lives. The
Gospel they preached was powerful enough to
shake the kingdoms of the world. They ex-
changed the former vision of political freedom
from Rome, for the greater one of building the
kingdom that cannot be bounded by any geo-
graphical map. This is a kingdom with no phys-
ical defenses, and without coercion, yet it left
its mark in the world as no military force ever
has. How did they get it right? Not by currying
favor with rulers and kings of worldly nations,
nor by setting about to establish conditions fa-
vorable to their beliefs. Their Founder never of-
fered them religious freedom. He did promise
that if they were faithful unto death, they
would receive a crown of life.

This brings us to the very crucible of the
kingdom of God teaching. It’s in the fact that it
comes out right in the end. The reason is in the
resurrection of the dead. The ultimate reality is
that “it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment,” and the reward of
faithfulness lies beyond the grave. “Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world”
(Matthew 25:34). It explains why the believers
of the first few centuries and remnant groups
of believers to the present day have showed
such a willingness to endure personal suffering
and sacrifice in the cause of the kingdom of
Christ. It’s the single kingdom that stands after
every other kingdom has failed. 

The Biblical calculation of freedom is not
fixed on how to deal with the good or the evil of
kingdoms and nations that are passing away,
but on the power of lives transformed. Many
Christians may glibly refer to Christ as King,
but have no knowledge of resurrection power,
and no interest in Jesus as absolute authority.
The idea of Christians actually obeying the
practical teachings of Jesus sounds off-the-
charts to most professing Christians today.
Many think that in merely having faith in Him,
they have yielded Him favor enough. Genera-
tions of being steeped in the Western “ideals” of
democracy, freedom of religion, and separation
of church and state hasn’t helped their under-
standing.

Are we against religious liberty and good gov-
ernment? Absolutely not. While freedom of con-
science has not been the norm of church
history, it is certainly appreciated when it hap-
pens. The problem comes in thinking that
Christian faith cannot thrive apart from state-
sponsored religious freedom. So allow me to
show you what has happened. We have highly
prized our “Christian” nation with its guaran-
tee of liberty and justice for all. This gave cre-
dence to a merger of ideals—our Bible and our
flag. But such a merger is not possible. As with
God and mammon, we cannot serve the king-
dom of Christ and the kingdom of this world.
Our loyalty goes to one over the other. 

To be sure, it has seemed strange that a
“Christian” nation would purge Bible reading,
prayer, and posting the Ten Commandments
from its schools. It is equally strange, that the
law of the land would side against the moral law
of God. It’s hardly surprising then, that the reli-
gious right, having shed its qualms about politi-
cal involvement, would jump into the fray in an
attempt to take back the nation for God. 

But the merger of faith and flag has simply
lulled professing believers into compromising
the very principles by which our culture could
be preserved. In many minds, what is permissi-
ble in a “Christian” nation is permissible for
the Christian. The cues are not taken from the
commands of King Jesus, but from what is ac-
ceptable in our culture. When elections come
up, Christians are “obligated” to vote. When
the “Christian” nation goes to war, the Chris-
tian goes to war. The “Christian” nation is per-
missive on divorce, so Christians become
permissive on divorce. Many in Christian

(continued on page 6)
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Why are not more people regularly in church
in our society? By “in church,” we mean two
things: 1) in a saving, obedient relationship with
God through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-10)
and 2) an accountable membership in a local
congregation of true believers (1 Corinthians
12:18). “By grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast. For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

Some of us remember when our lives and the
lives of our neighbors revolved around two foun-
dational structures: the home and the church.
For the majority of our society today, this is no
longer true. Various reasons could be given as to
why this is the case today. As we sometimes say,
“There is plenty of blame to go around.” But in
a nutshell, too many have allowed the thief (the
devil) to come into their homes and churches.
His work is to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:9,
10). Many have turned from the absolute truth
of God’s Word and have turned toward their
own humanistic, selfish, sinful, and independent
desires. What are the results of this? One just
has to look around our broken world to see it.
An increasing number of homes are broken and
dysfunctional, and many churches have aposta-
tized from the truth of God’s Word. It is true,
that as the home, so the church and, as the
church, so the nation. God is calling our fallen
society to repentance, to weep for ourselves and
for our children. He invites us to return to Him

and His Word of truth. “Thus saith the LORD,
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls”
(Jeremiah 6:16). 

God’s wise plan is that the home and the
church function as partners in both the forma-
tion and salvation of human lives from the cra-
dle to the grave. When homes fail, churches
suffer. When churches fail in their spiritual mis-
sion, the homes suffer. 

Satan has declared an all-out war on both the
home and the church. But our Lord Jesus
Christ and His true church (that loves God and
keeps His commandments) will finally be victo-
rious in this battle for people’s souls (Revelation
22:14). Faithful churches are made up of God-
honoring people and homes. And every Chris-
tian and Christian home needs (if at all
possible) to be part of a Biblical congregation of
believers. 

God’s design is that children are born into
committed two-parent homes; homes where
husband and wife love and are exclusively com-
mitted to each other. This provides a safe, se-
cure environment for the young. Home is where
children are taught right from wrong, obedience
to authority, personal responsibility, and proper
respect for themselves and others. The home is
where good work habits, along with scheduled
living is taught—a time to get up in the morn-
ing, a time for meals, and a time for bed. The
early formative years at home are 

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

The Home and Church Partnership
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The Church in Society . . .
(continued from page 4)

crucial in laying a good foundation for life and
the maturing of children into secure, responsi-
ble adults.

The church, with Christ as its living Head, is
a spiritual organism. The homes in the church
work alongside the church in the nurturing and
teaching of the absolute truths of God’s Word.
When church and home work together, this pro-
vides a fertile seedbed for the young to come to
salvation in Jesus Christ. What a joy it is for
Christian parents to see their posterity find
their way to repentance, faith, forgiveness, and
obedience to Christ as Lord. The Biblical faith
can be both taught and caught from one genera-
tion to the next. An anchor of responsibility, ac-
countability, and usefulness can be found in the
church. This will bless both the home and soci-
ety in general. This is God’s will (Psalm 85:6,
13; Psalm 127, 128; Colossians 3:18-20). This is
what God’s people are to be enthused about and
sacrificially striving for—the church and home
working in partnership for the glory of God.

Churches need to have the vision to establish
Christian schools where children can be taught
truth with a Bible-centered curriculum and
wholesome environment. The church can also
provide Bible studies, Sunday schools, and wor-
ship services where Bible preaching (not enter-
tainment) is still the central focus of the service.
Good Bible training and structured mission
service opportunities need to be available to en-
courage faithful young people.

Young people need not give up spiritually and
desert Christian principles and be lost to the
church. When church and home unite their ef-
forts, young people will have ample opportuni-
ties to exercise themselves in upbuilding,
God-honoring activities. They will also have the
opportunity to choose marriage partners among
those of like-minded faith. Together, we must
uphold high moral standards of Christian
courtship. The church and the home can to-
gether teach the beauty and blessing of young
couples coming to their wedding days sexually
pure and clear of regrets. This means absti-
nence before marriage and fidelity in marriage.
These priceless values will always bear good
fruit. These kinds of values will receive God’s
blessing because they are in harmony with His
Word and His will for families and churches. 

The answers to our problems today are pri-
marily moral and spiritual. The Bible has the
answers. Biblical churches and God-fearing

homes can work together to make a difference
in lives of our children, and in our world today
(Matthew 5:13-16). This is God’s way for our-
selves and our children. “They that seek the
LORD shall not want any good thing” (Psalm
34:10). Let us press on, even in these difficult
times, for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.

churches are caught in a shameless display of
immodesty. They feed their eyes and minds in
the gutters of sensuality and violence. They are
permissive on premarital sex, abortion, and in
many quarters, even the newly minted “right”
to same-sex marriage. Multitudes are voracious
sports addicts.

That’s why the “moral majority” push of
some decades ago has all but been forgotten. It
is also why strong moral/political fervor of the
powerful religious right of the past thirty-five
years has ended in mere shifting sand, and has
been disastrous in terms of bringing the nation
back to God as they had hoped. We’ve entered
an era of a culture being hardened against the
last foundations of marriage and family, and
against Biblical morality as never before. The
righteousness that exalts a nation is in short
supply not only in practice, but even in the
stated positions of many denominations. In
thinking democracy and liberty were key to
maximizing the impact of the Gospel, the right-
eousness that exalts a nation has been sacri-
ficed for liberty. The unintended consequence is
that religious freedom itself now hangs by a
fickle thread and is destined to be the next ca-
sualty. It’s commonly understood that if we dig
ourselves into a pit, we should at least stop dig-
ging. The same should hold true for futile ef-
forts to save the nation and the culture.

Likewise, when we come to understand these
things, we will know that our hope rests in the
return of Christians to practical, present day
application of the Gospel of the kingdom of God.
Then Christians become the salt of the earth
and the light of the world.
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This is the age of science fiction come true!
Trips to the moon, miracle drugs, round the
world trips in hours (not days), and incredible
computer technology. Such things were only the
fanciful dreams of the science fiction writers of
a century ago.

But there’s still at least one dream of scores
of science fiction writers that has never
happened and never will! That’s the craving to
relive the past. Just to go back in a time ma-
chine to another age and even to change the
course of some past event. We must admit a
certain fascination for the past as well as for the
future. Some people seem to live in the past—
others dream of future exploits. Few are willing
to face the here and now—the problems of
today.

Have you ever wanted to relive the past? To
patch up some botches you have made of things?
I have. But it’s impossible!

Once a year, or even a day, has passed, you
can never relive it. You cannot unmake its
mistakes. For many years to come, we will each
be living with the consequences of what we have
done. Our past can never be repeated.

Though we cannot relive our decisions and
the mistakes we have made, we can—indeed we
must—live with them. The things we did right
will bring satisfaction as we reminisce. But the
mistakes will be what are hard to live with. 

Our world is filled with miserable people,
living under the agony of past mistakes. There’s
the businessman who stole company funds,
there’s the young couple who, one night, went
“too far,” there’s the fellow who decided to
“take a trip” on drugs.

For all the talk about freedom from the
presence and guilt of “puritanical morals,” these
people still feel dirty—yes, guilty. They’ll try
almost any route to escape themselves and their
guilt. Sin leads nowhere but to sorrow, despair,
defeat, and to separation from God.

Happily there’s a way to escape the gnawing
guilt of past sins. There is a way to have peace
of mind about past mistakes.

King David of ancient Israel, in one evening
of uncontrolled passion, committed adultery
with the wife of one of his officers. To get the
woman for his own, David had her husband

killed. The child born to their unholy union
died. David’s sin led from one disappointment
and sorrow to another.

David did not try to escape the reality of what
he had done. He found relief from his guilt. He
learned to live with the mistake he could never
undo.

He revealed in vivid imagery his penned-up
guilt feelings. The account is found in the Bible
in Psalm 51. In an earlier psalm, he had said,
“When I kept silence, my bones waxed old
through my roaring all the day long. For day
and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my
moisture is turned into the drought of summer.”

He found relief in confession to God: “I
acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my
transgres sions unto the LORD; and thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”

He then took a new course of action. In
humility, he obediently submitted to the will of
God to serve Him with all his heart.
“Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God,

thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall
sing aloud of thy righteousness . . . my mouth
shall shew forth thy praise. . . . The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”

Like David, we too can find pardon for past
sins. We can face the future with a clean slate.
We can, with David “be glad in the LORD, and
rejoice . . . and shout for joy.”

The scars of the sins we commit may linger
on for years, maybe even for the rest of our
lives. Though nature may never forgive, God
can and will—if we let Him. He will remove
those sins “as far as the east is from the west” to
be remembered no more.

Today is the day to do a thorough “house-
cleaning.” Let us repent—confess ing and
forsaking past sins. Let’s face the future, relying
on God’s power to live above sin in Christian
victory.
“Forgetting those things which are behind,

and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:13, 14). —RLB

Feature Article for Youth . . .
Never to Be Repeated
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“When I consider thy heavens, the work of 
thy fingers . . . what is man, that thou art 

mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:3, 4). 
It is good for us to maintain a consciousness

of the sovereignty of our God. We are apt to take
for granted the marvels of God’s work about us.
Consider the mind-boggling expanse of the uni-
verse and the order and minute complexity of
organisms in nature. These things help us to see
our smallness and better accept God’s laws and
rule in the circumstances of our lives. 

We cannot make the sun move backward nor
make one hair black or white (Matthew 5:36).
Neither can we create or make truth by will or
might. We can only research and study to find
God’s truth in the laws of nature and the revela-
tion He gave us in His Word, the Bible.

God’s crowning work was the creation of man
in His own image, with a complex body, an intel-
lect to know God, and emotion to return His
love. The purpose and design we see in creation
defies random evolution. Even the beautiful
lines on a wood duck did not originate through
random arrangements of mindless matter. 

The reality of God is all around us. God is
real, great, omnipotent and, as our Creator, has
the right to have us live in harmony with His
plan in the beauty of holiness. We are not to
please ourselves to the detriment of our fellow-
man or our environment. To reject or oppose
His rule in our lives is rebellion. To accept His
rule is to enjoy blessing and happiness in life
and eternity. The Bible, the manual of operation
by the designer, must be followed for success in
life.

The Incomprehensible Expanse of Space
Some years ago we were at the McDonald Ob-

servatory in Texas. A spokesman used a strobe

light in the darkness to point out the constella-
tions and the major star clusters. He described
how to find them by their relation to each other.
Large telescopes were set up to see objects
closer. He also demonstrated the vast distances
in space by an illustration called “the powers of
ten.” To raise 10 to the second power (10
squared) is to multiple it by ten which is adding
one zero (100).

They started with the illustration of a picnic
in a meadow with the food spread out on a blan-
ket by a stream. Starting ten feet above the
blanket and stream we begin by raising 10 feet
to the second power (100 feet).

10² = 100 feet. From that height, we see the
whole meadow and the nearby farm buildings.

10³ = 1,000 feet. From that far up we are
high enough to see the neighboring farms.

104 = 10,000 feet. We can now see some
nearby towns.

105 = 100,000 feet (18.9 miles). We can now
see the whole state we are in.

106 = 180 miles (1 plus 6 zeroes). Now we can
see all of North America.

107 = 1,893 miles. With ten to the seventh
power we can see the whole earth.

109 = 189,000 miles. Now we can see the
earth and the moon at once.

1012 = This leads us upward 93 million miles,
the distance from the earth to the sun.

1013 = Now we must switch to light years
(this distance is 100,000 light years)

1021 = This takes us out to the most distantly
known galaxies. 

Now, going back to the picnic in the pasture,
we can also take the negative powers down into
“inner space.” For example, 10-2 is .01 (also 100th

of a foot). Each negative power adds a zero: 10-3

is .001 (1,000th of a foot) and so on.

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 

Our Sovereign God
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Starting on the picnicker’s hand, we go down
into the skin, the blood vessels, the blood cor-
puscles, the cells, the nucleus, the DNA, the
molecules, and the mini universe of the atoms
(almost total space). Most of the atomic mass is
in the nucleus. Yet if the atom could be 4 miles
wide, the nucleus would only be the size of a
tennis ball. Still smaller are the quarks and
atomic particles. With present-day technology,
such as electron and ion microscopes, they say
we can go into inner space about the same dis-
tance we can go out into space, to the 10-21

power! 

The Awesome Complexity
God’s genetic codes of life form the most

amazing structures. The person who feels satis-
fied without God, whether it is the absence of
belief or the belief in nothing, is exercising a
hope or faith that ignores the evidence. “The
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God”
(Psalm 14:1). The complex organisms with their
billions of bits of ordered DNA information and
the operating systems in our universe could not
have self-organized from inorganic minerals. A
Master Designer planned the earth’s position,
composition, ecosystems, and progression. 

Irreducible complexity and symbiosis (where
it takes two to live—for example, a plant and an
insect such as the yucca moth) require creation
with all systems in place and working. Some
parts could not have evolved any later than the
rest.

God wrote all the genetic codes for plant and
animal life perfectly at Creation. “I will praise
thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well. My substance was not hid
from thee, when I was made in secret, and curi-
ously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being un-
perfect; and in thy book all my members were
written [DNA information], which in continu-
ance were fashioned, when as yet there was none
of them” (Psalm 139:14-16). 

Degeneration, rather than evolution upward,
is the record of history in the real world. This is
because of the curse that Satan and man’s sin
brought on God’s perfect creation. “It was very
good” (Genesis 1:31). Mutated genes, which we
all carry, are losses, blocking or corrupting of
DNA information. Traits can be selected and en-
hanced but the plant or animal with magnified

traits (as in milk and egg production) is usually
weaker than the original, hardy stock.

God states the principle in His Word, the
Bible. The earth “shall wax old as doth a gar-
ment.” Entropy is the rule. God will finally “fold
them up” (Hebrews 1:11, 12). Our sovereign
God created the world and sustains all things in
it (Colossians 1:16, 17). He is “upholding all
things by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3).
He will also bring every work of man into ac-
count. “God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be good,
or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:14). We
can only say of God, “Thou art worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and honour and power: for thou
hast created all things . . . for thou wast slain,
and hast redeemed us” (Revelation 4:11; 5:9).

Making Gods Like Ourselves
Despite the evidence of God’s world and

Word, nature and revelation, man still makes
gods like himself that he can manipulate as he
wishes. God said to the wicked, “Thou thought-
est that I was altogether such an one as thyself”
(Psalm 50:21). Throughout history, false reli-
gions have not delivered but rather left man in
immorality, poverty, sickness, debauchery, and
death. This is the work and proof of Satan, to
destroy God’s creation. Satan’s work is also
well-known as he rages through evil men in our
present world. Mass slaughters by hateful men
have become regular news items. The bondage
and plight of society is revealed when the pow-
ers that are in control make excuses such as,
“These people were offended or abused or
wronged in the past in some way.” Satan is
using vengeance to destroy humanity.

God’s justice requires a cessation of wrongdo-
ing and retribution for evil even to the extent of
capital punishment. “The LORD is longsuffering,
and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression, and by no means clearing the guilty,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth generation”
(Numbers 14:18).

To all those who choose God’s salvation, for-
giveness is extended for true repentance and
forsaking sin. God is merciful and kind but does
not overlook sin. Retribution is often not seen in
this world, but “If . . . every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompence of re-
ward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation” (Hebrews 2:2, 3). 
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With the proliferation of terrorism, especially
Arab terrorism directed against the United
States, many people are taking a new look at the
“image” the United States projects to the rest of
the world.

In spite of the fact that the United States is
considered the most religiously committed,
churchgoing nation in the Western world, Islamic
extremists and many others now look upon the
USA as a cruel, godless, brutal, and vulgar soci-
ety—a “Great Satan.” A spokesman for a terror-
ist network summarized their struggle with the
USA as an eternal battle “between faith and
atheism.” This is not true of true Christianity,
but sadly America has largely rejected belief in
God and faith in Jesus Christ. 

Why is such a “committed” nation pictured
as atheistic and anti-God? The most pervasive
portrayer of what the United States is like to the
rest of the world can be summed up in the term
“Hollywood,” the U.S. film industry. The basic
concept the rest of the world has about the
United States is based on what they see on tele-
vision, in the movies, and on the Internet.

The writer has made several trips to Latin
America and has been appalled at the impact
“Hollywood” has had on those countries. As I
passed by open doors in an out-of-the-way Mexi-
can village, what should I see but images of
“America” on the TV screens. I saw the same
thing in other countries. People in many coun-
tries know the names of countless movie stars
and athletes from the United States. If they can
afford it, they buy the products they see adver-
tised from the USA. Not only do they buy the soft
drinks but the liquor and cigarettes, as well, to
their own hurt. 

“Hollywood” largely pictures American soci-
ety as very violent, immoral, negative, and ut-

terly materialistic. Whether we like it or not,
many people assume that all Americans are like
what they see on TV and in the movies. 

It is most unlikely that Hollywood will
change. Decent, God-fearing Americans and aid
organizations may feel they cannot do much to
improve the image of their homeland. What more
can Christian people do?

First of all, our main goal is not to polish the
tarnished image the world may have of our own
country. It is sadly true that western nations are
decadent and largely immoral as never before.
The Christian’s goal is to honor and lift up the
Lord Jesus Christ and show people how He can
change their lives, how people can rise above a
corrupt society. If American Christians can rise
above their corrupt society, then there is hope for
the rest of the world.

Individual Christians and the Christian
church need to heed the Scriptural call to sepa-
ration from the sins of society. The Bible says,
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe-
lievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness? Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:14, 17).

This is not a call for Christians from decadent
countries to flee to other countries. Where would
they flee that is free from corruption? After all,
Jesus prayed to God, His Father, for all believers:
“I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from
the evil” (John 17:15). 

This call is not for Christian people to boycott
“Hollywood” merely in protest against the 

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

USA—the Great Satan?
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corruption, attempting to get them to “clean up
their act.” Rather it is a call to Christians and the
Christian church to boycott sin for the sake of
Jesus Christ. If professing Christians across the
land would turn off their TVs and quit looking at,
renting, or buying movies, the change would be
dramatic in their own lives and in society. But
even without a mass return to Biblical standards,
each individual Christian and Christian congre-
gation that takes a stand will be blessed by God.
Marriages and homes will be strengthened by a
return to godly morality. When Christians take a
stand for decency and morality, they will be a dra-
matic influence in their communities. The Bible
calls it being the “salt of the earth.” Are you
doing your part to help others to see that you are
living for Jesus Christ and obeying His teachings
in a corrupt world? 

What Does It Mean to Repent?

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19).

The Bible underscores repentance again and
again. However, genuine repentance is one of the
most neglected and forgotten Bible teachings. 

The Greek word for repent used in the verse
above has the idea of thinking differently or recon-
sidering. This is similar to a dictionary definition
of the English word repent: “To feel such regret
over some past action as to change one’s mind.”

These definitions speak, not so much of being
sorry, as of a change of mind or intentions. Genuine
repentance is being sorry enough for sin to ask for-
giveness and then, through the power of God’s
Holy Spirit, to change one’s mind about sin and to
do differently.

Genuine repentance has evidences or fruits peo-
ple can see:

RESTITUTION. Restitution involves making
wrongs right. The truly repentant person will apol-
ogize for wrongs he has done to others. The one
who has stolen will steal no more. The liar will go
back to those he has lied to and tell the truth. Resti-
tution involves, as much as possible, restoring bro-
ken relationships with other people.

REFORMATION. Repentance always brings a
change of action. If it doesn’t, then it is not real re-
pentance. Reformation alone will not make a per-
son fit for Heaven. Repentance must come first, or
reformation is a useless whitewashing with no
change on the inside.

The truly repentant and reformed person will
show by his life that God controls him. The Bible
says, “For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt
fruit . . . A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good” (Luke 6:43,
45).

DETERMINATION. When we have truly repented,
we will possess an inner urge to do right and shun
the wrong. We will be driven by a zeal to do what is
right. “Be zealous therefore, and repent” (Revela-
tion 3:19).

Repentance is essential to salvation. The Chris-
tian must ever be ready to confess his faults, make
wrongs right as far as possible, and bear the fruits
of repentance.

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a bro-
ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de-
spise” (Psalm 51:17).
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